


    Tri-City Ecology Center 
   3375 Country Drive 
   Fremont, CA 94536 
 

 

Sent via electronic mail only  

communications@unioncity.org 

City Manager’s Office       25 April 2025 

34009 Alvarado-Niles Road, Union City, CA 

 

Re: Comments on High Fire Hazard Severity Zone for Union City Hills - Increase in 
vulnerabilities 

Dear City of Union City Mayor Singh, Union City Council Members and City Manager: 

Tri-City Ecology Center engages in protecting and saving ecosystems and communities 

against natural hazards as part of a strategic priority for a fiscal sustainable and climate 

resilient tri-city area.  

We are in support of the California State Marshal recommendation to change the Union 

City hillsides to a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Over several years, the California 

Department of Forestry & Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) performed modeling and analysis 

to determine a higher fire hazard severity in Union City using the latest technology and 

science while also considering land use changes and significant extreme wind event 

data. 

Tri-City Ecology Center understands local governments cannot downgrade any areas 
identified by California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection, CAL FIRE, yet CAL 
FIRE did not perform modeling and analysis for Union City’s Hillside Area Plan – a 
planning area – for future development with significant land use changes. 

If the concerns raised above have not yet been analyzed, then we urge the Mayor, City 

Council, City Manager and City of Union City to analyze, address and mitigate these 

concerns.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Caroline Harris, Chairperson 

Liz Ames, Vice Chairperson 

info@tricityecology.org 

cc: fhszinformation@fire.ca.gov  
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